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Meeting Calendar  

Board of Works / 

City Council 

Monday,  May 8 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Parks and Rec. 

Board  

Wed., May 17  

6:30 p.m.  

 

Economic Dev.  

Commission  

Friday, May 19 

8 a.m.  

  

Water & Gas 

Thurs., May 25 

12 p.m.  

 

City Hall Closed 

May 29 
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City to honor legacy of Steve Wintz 

The City of Batesville sends condolences to the family of Steve 

Wintz, who passed away in April.  

Steve was the department manager of Batesville Water & Gas 

and was the longest serving city employee with 37 years of     

service.   

He graduated from Batesville High School in 1978 and began his 

career with the City the same year.  

Steve regularly rode his bicycle to and from work and would often be seen walking 

or biking with his wife, Tammi, and grandson, Bronson.  

The City plans to honor his legacy in profound appreciation for decades of service 

and commitment to the citizens of our community. 

Comprehensive Plan meeting set for May 16 

Batesville Planning Commission will host a public meeting on 

May 16 at 6:30 pm at the BMS Commons to present the  

proposed 2017 Comprehensive Plan. The public is invited and 

encouraged to attend. An electronic version of the plan is on 

the City’s website.  
 

The Plan has been developed over the last two and a half years. The foundation for 

the Plan’s recommendations came from significant community feedback. There was 

a Steering Committee of 38 members, representing a good cross section of the 

community, which conducted one-on-one interviews as well as a survey which   

received more than 500 responses. During this time, there were also two advisory 

firms involved. One focused on the Comprehensive Plan itself and one dealt more 

directly with downtown revitalization.   
 

Please plan to attend. Public awareness and feedback is critical in helping the city 

complete this plan. Topics to be discussed include zoning, growth, recreation,   

business development and the downtown area.   

    Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 

     We wish you the best of luck on your new journey. 

 - Mayor Mike Bettice  
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City Responds To Small Cell Tower Regulation 

The City of Batesville took action after a cell phone tower bill became law in Indiana. 

Senate Bill 213 allows telecommunications companies to install small cell towers less 

than 50 feet high on public right-of-ways without approval from local government. The 

law was approved April 21 and local municipalities had until May 1 to adopt necessary 

changes to take back some authority.  

The Batesville Board of Works held a public meeting April 30 and passed a resolution 

that prohibits the placement of a new utility pole or a new wireless support structure in 

a right-of-way within an area that is designated strictly for underground or buried utilities. 

“We embrace these advancements in technologies associated with this bill which can make Batesville   

attractable to live and operate a business,” said Mayor Mike Bettice. “But we want a voice on where 

these towers can be placed. I don’t think anyone wants giant poles all across downtown and I certainly 

wouldn’t want one in my backyard.”  

“Our resolution just allows the city to have some authority when a company wants to install a small cell 

phone tower in areas designated as underground utility districts,” Bettice said.  

BPD hires new police officer  

The Batesville Police Department welcomed a new officer in April. 
 

Stephen Sieverding, 24, is the son of Keith and Beth Sieverding and graduated 

from South Ripley in 2011. He holds a criminal justice degree from Ivy Tech 

and served as a reserve deputy for the Ripley County Sheriff’s Office. 
 

Sieverding will begin 15 weeks of training at the Indiana Law Enforcement 

Academy beginning in June. The Friendship resident will complete another 12 

weeks of local training before his first patrol. 
 

Police Chief Stan Holt swore in Sieverding in April. When you see Officer 

Sieverding around town make sure to say hi! Chief Holt (left) swears in Sieverding.  
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Batesville Outdoors  
Parks and Recreation Department  

Pool season opens May 27!  
 

Have some fun in the sun this summer at the Batesville Memorial 

Pool!  

 

The pool opens Memorial Day weekend on Saturday, May 27. Hours 

of operation are noon-7 p.m. Monday-Thursday;  Fridays from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday and Sundays 

from 1-6 p.m.  

 

Daily passes are $5 for adults and $4 for children under the age of 17. Toddlers and seniors 65 or older 

swim free! Season passes start at $42 and a family pass is $95. 

 

The 2017 season will feature late-night swims, outdoor movies, group swim lessons, birthday parties,   

family reunions and swim meets.  

 
The pool manager is Jane Tekulve and assistant manager is Derek Suits. Follow Batesville Memorial Pool 

on Facebook!  

Survey seeks business owner input 

The City of Batesville, Batesville Area Chamber of Commerce and Rotary Club of Batesville are 

seeking input for a job fair this fall.  

Based on your feedback, we will be able to establish details on the type of jobs available, type 

of job seekers needed, venue and interest in the community.   

Take the survey by visiting: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RYX3C6F. 
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Farmers Market returns May 6 
A longtime tradition in downtown Batesville continues in 2017! The Farmers Market 

begins Saturday, May 6 and takes place each weekend until October 27. Regular hours 

are 8-11 a.m.  

 

Local vendors and customers have been visiting the market for over 30 years and 

nowadays more than 25 local food growers are present on Saturday mornings.  

 

“Our popular items are sweet corn, watermelon, Indiana cantaloupe, tomatoes, cucumbers, kohlrabi’s, 

beets, varieties of greens, blackberries, strawberries, plus new this year we’ll have mushrooms,” market 

coordinator Christy Ludwig said. “We also have handmade crafts, wood working specialty items, personal 

hygiene items and baked goods.” 

 

Customers on May 13 will receive free shrubs and trees from the Oak Heritage Conservatory. Other   

special events include live music on June 24 and a Kids Day in late August.  

 

Ludwig says her future goals are to expand the market and also provide healthy food education to local  

organizations and young children. The Farmer’s Market is also seeking volunteers. To learn more or to get   

involved call Ludwig at (812) 212-7288. 

Hillenbrand campaign focuses on arts & culture 

Hillenbrand is hosting an awareness campaign in May around the theme of Arts 

& Culture, through a local partnership with the Rural Alliance for the Arts 

(RAA). 
 

The One Campaign was launched in 2016 as part of the company’s commitment 

to the health and safety of all citizens in the community.  
 

Hillenbrand will host events which highlight fine arts, music, film and Cinco De Mayo. The campaign also 

includes a partnership with PBS and the Gibson Theatre in downtown Batesville to host a film series 

throughout the month.  

MMH named Top 100 Critical Access Hospital  

Margaret Mary Health is recognized nationally for its high performance in areas 

such as cost, quality, outcomes and patient perspectives. 
 

The Batesville hospital was named a 2017 Top 100 Critical Access Hospital by      

iVantage Health Analytics and The Chartis Center for Rural Health.  
 

MMH was the only hospital in both Indiana and Ohio to receive the designation.  
 

“Being named as one of the top performing rural hospitals in the nation by an independent third party    

validates the collaborative effort of our staff, physicians, volunteers and board members working together 

to provide quality care and positive patient outcomes,” said Tim Putnam, MMH President. 
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Stay Connected! 

Mayor Mike Bettice  

mbettice@batesvilleindiana.us 

Council Member Kevin Chaffee (At-large) 

Kevin@etczone.com 

Council Member Darrick Cox (District 1) 

dcox@batesvilleindiana.us 

Council Member Tracy Rohlfing (District 2) 

tracyrohlfing5288@gmail.com 

Council Member Jim Fritsch (District 3) 

jim@jamesfritscharchitect.com 

Council Member John Irrgang (District 4) 

jirrgang@batesvilleindiana.us 

City Services                                

 (812 area code)  
Building Commissioner   

 

City Clerk  

 

City Court Judge   

 

Community Development 

 

Economic Development  

 

Fire & EMS    

 

Mayor’s Office  

 

Parks and Recreation  

 

Police  

 

Street Department  

 

Wastewater Treatment  

 

Water & Gas   

      Remember When? 

Batesville resident George Schebler standing next to the Wheeler-Schebler 

Trophy which was awarded following the first race at the Indianapolis Motor 

Speedway in 1909. Schebler’s carburetor invention brought him fame and 

fortune.   

May Events 

May 4- Prayer Breakfast at Big Four Cafe.  

May 5-7 - Batesville Regional Fine Art Fair at RomWeber 

Marketplace  

May 6 – Farmers Market in downtown Batesville 

May 6 – Spring Bazaar at Knights of Columbus  

May 11-13 – Kiwanis Carnival  

May 13 – Girls on the Run @ Liberty Park 

May 13- Crawfish Boil @ BBQ Street 

May 18 – Chamber annual golf fundraiser @ Hillcrest  

May 19 – Family Game Night @ YMCA  

May 21 – “Batesville Day” at Victory Field, Indianapolis 

May 21 - Southeastern Indiana Spring Concert at BHS 


