City of Batesville

132 S. Main St. Batesville, Indiana 47006
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- Heroin forum
- Drug Survey Data
- Parks are Hiring
- Recycling Schedule
- New sport at Park

Meeting Calendar
Board of Works /
City Council
Monday, April 10
6:30 p.m.

City Hall Closed
(Good Friday) April 14

Merkel Road Widening Project
The Merkel Road project is designed to improve traffic flow and
enhance safety for industrial vehicles and motorists. Currently, the
road is not equipped to handle semi traffic but that will change
upon the completion of the project.
The easement acquisition phase of Merkel Road is complete and
The City of Batesville is accepting bids for the project. Proposals
have been accepted since last month and will conclude when bids
are presented to Board of Works on April 10. The project has received four bids
as of April 3. Construction is anticipated to begin this spring and completed by the
end of 2017.
Merkel Road construction is being funded by a variety of state and local resources.
Upgrades were initially estimated at $1.1M in 2014 but has now reached upwards
of $2M. The project has received funding from a Lawrenceburg Regional Economic
Development grant, Ripley County, Indiana’s Local Income Tax Reimbursement
and a matching grant from INDOT’s Community Crossings Matching grant. City
funds will be used to make up the difference.

Heroin forum set for Apr. 20

Parks and Rec.
Board

A community forum will focus on how heroin
impacts more than just the addict.

Wed., April 19

“Heroin Epidemic: The Silent Victims” will be held
Thursday, April 20.

6:30 p.m.

Economic Dev.
Commission
Friday, April 21
8 a.m.

April 2017

Coalition for a Drug Free Batesville has partnered with several organizations to
discuss the impact heroin has on children and family members, also known as
the silent victims of drug abuse.
The forum will be held at Batesville Casket’s Doll Plant at 11 a.m. and lunch will
be provided. RSVP by emailing Kim Linkel at kim@drugfreebatesville.org or by
calling (812) 932-0591.

Water & Gas
Thurs., April 27
12 p.m.

Receive the newsletter via email!
The City of Batesville’s monthly newsletter provides information on community resources,
events and activities as well as updates on major projects. If you would like to receive this
publication by email visit http://batesvilleindiana.us/ and signup on the homepage!
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Water flushing scheduled for mid-April
The Batesville Water Utility will be flushing the water mains on April 13 and 14. The flushing process
removes sediment from the mains and improves water quality, which is the Utilities primary concern.
“During the flushing the sediment in the pipes break loose from the walls of the water pipe and can cause
a dark color in the water,” said Water Utilities Manager Steve Wintz. “This sediment can contain iron
and manganese and can stain clothing during washing and makes the water unsightly to drink.”
Customers may experience fluctuations in their water pressure during the flushing process.
Visit http://batesvilleindiana.us/ for more information.

Community Perception Survey Results
The Coalition for a Drug Free Batesville released results of its annual survey that gains feedback on topics
such as substance abuse and underage drinking. More than 500 residents participated in the survey and
nearly each respondent agreed that prescription drugs are not safe or legal to share.
About 90 percent of survey-takers said substance abuse among youth is a major problem, however, the
results also showed that less people are talking to their children about substance abuse compared to past
years.
“The Coalition really does take this data into consideration and plans its programs according to how they
can best address the greatest needs,” Mayor Mike Bettice said. “Between them and our law enforcement,
I feel confident that help is available for those who need it. We simply can’t ignore substance abuse and
we must work together to keep our citizens and students drug-free.”
Survey results are listed on page 3 and 4.
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NOW HIRING!
Parks seek seasonal help
The Batesville Parks and Recreation Department
is hiring seasonal part-time help.
Responsibilities include assisting personnel in
maintaining the grounds at all Batesville Parks.
The position will be approximately15 hours per
week with some possible weekend hours.
Applications are available on the City’s website
and at the Memorial Building.
Those interested in the position are asked to
write “park seasonal part-time help” on the
application.

April 2017

Batesville Outdoors
Parks and Recreation Department

Pickleball is newest sport at Liberty Park
Liberty Park visitors can soon play the popular sport
Pickleball, which is described as a cross between
tennis, ping-pong and badminton.
Two courts have been installed on one of the tennis
courts with portable Pickleball nets available. Tennis
lines will remain on the multi-use court.
“We are happy to bring another sport to Liberty Park
that can be enjoyed by all ages,” Parks Commissioner
Mike Baumer said. “This game is gaining popularity
not only among youth but also seniors who want to
stay active and fit.”

City OKs upcoming charity runs
The Batesville Board of Works in March approved two 5K run/walk events.
St. Louis School will host the Cardinal Crawl on Saturday, April 8. The annual run begins
and ends at the Activity Center and registration is available on the SLS website. Proceeds
benefit the food pantry and SLS athletics.
Girls On The Run 2017 will take place at Liberty Park on Saturday, May 13. Participants
are invited to join approximately 700 runners as they jog for a good cause in downtown Batesville.
Learn more and register at https://www.gotrofmmhealth.org/.

Water & Gas renovates office
Batesville Water & Gas recently completed an interior renovation
project at its office at 7 N. Eastern Avenue.
Remodeling efforts included new flooring, lighting, and an updated
service desk area to make it more user-friendly.
Gas Utility Manager Scott Bauer said the goal was to make existing
space more efficient in an effort to improve customer access.
The upgrades marked the first significant renovation at the Water &
Gas office since the 1970’s.
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Farmers Market to start May 6
The Farmers Market has been a summer staple
on Saturday mornings in downtown Batesville
and the City is happy to welcome vendors and
customers back in 2017!
The season begins May 6 and ends October 27.
Its from 7 a.m. to noon at the parking lot located at Boehringer
and Main Streets.
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Stay Connected!
Mayor Mike Bettice
mbettice@batesvilleindiana.us

Council Member Kevin Chaffee (At-large)
Kevin@etczone.com

Council Member Darrick Cox (District 1)
dcox@batesvilleindiana.us

Council Member Tracy Rohlfing (District 2)
tracyrohlfing5288@gmail.com

Council Member Jim Fritsch (District 3)
jim@jamesfritscharchitect.com

Council Member John Irrgang (District 4)
jirrgang@batesvilleindiana.us

City Services
(812 area code)

Remember When?

The first airplane in Batesville landed north of the city in George
Schebler’s cornfield on Sept. 28, 1918.

Building Commissioner

933-6103

City Clerk

933-6101

City Court Judge

933-6102

Community Development

363-3645

Economic Development

933-6113

Fire & EMS

933-2230

Mayor’s Office

933-6100

Parks and Recreation

934-4560

Police

934-3131

Street Department

934-4393

Wastewater Treatment

934-5338

Water & Gas

934-3811

